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TIER 3 RAIL LINES — ENGINEERING REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [10.06 am]: I have received the “Tier 3 Grain Lines 
Engineering Review Report” undertaken for the government by Agonis Group. The report, including its detailed 
appendices, is now publicly available on the Department of Transport website. 
The tier 3 rail lines, built in the early 1900s, were used until 2014 to transport grain. They were privatised by the 
Court Liberal–National government in 2000 as part of the freight rail network and are now held by Arc Infrastructure. 
In 2014, the Barnett Liberal–National government agreed to Arc closing the tier 3 rail lines on the grounds that 
they were not commercially viable. 
In respect of the future of the tier 3 grain lines, I had hoped that the arbitration process that occurred between Arc and 
Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd would have resulted in a more favourable outcome for these lines. Unfortunately, 
this was not the case. In our Revitalising Agricultural Region Freight strategy, released earlier this year, we had 
already identified a list of prioritised rail and intermodal investment opportunities on the existing tier 1 and 2 rail 
freight networks. However, consultation while developing the strategy confirmed the strong sentiment among grain 
growers and local communities towards reinstating tier 3 lines, so we commissioned an independent engineering 
report. It provides detailed estimates of the cost to restore each line section of the tier 3 rail freight network to 
a suitable condition for commercial operation. It also looks at potentially upgrading some sections from narrow to 
standard gauge. Although restoring the entire network would involve significant cost, there are arguably specific 
lines for which the cost of investment could be offset by ongoing commercial and community benefits, such as 
reduced truck volumes on local roads and cost savings to farmers. Subject to further discussions with stakeholders, 
we will first look at the line sections from Quairading to York, Kulin to Narrogin and Kondinin to West Merredin. 

The submission of business cases to Infrastructure Australia could lay the groundwork for potential future funding 
partnerships with the federal government for rail freight investment. Significant funding from the federal government, 
like that for other major regional infrastructure projects, would be necessary for any potential restoration work on 
the tier 3 rail lines, and could reasonably be expected given the substantial federal commitment to funding inland 
rail in the east. The state government has already submitted improvements to WA’s agricultural supply chain for 
inclusion on Infrastructure Australia’s priority list. We will now work with CBH Group, Arc Infrastructure and 
other stakeholders to submit further business cases to Infrastructure Australia confirming the costs and benefits to 
government, industry and the community of selected rail investment proposals on the tier 1, 2 and 3 rail lines. 
I also note that I will provide a copy of this report later today to the Wheatbelt Railway Retention Alliance, which 
will be presenting a 1 700-signature petition calling for restoration of the tier 3 network.  
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